ORGANISING COOPERATION AND SECURITY
IN GREATER EUROPE

Russia is a European nation which stretches across Northern Asia all the way
to the Pacific. Its future therefore lies, at least in part with the EU, in spite of
US inspired attemps to keep the two apart by perpetuating the Cold War.

The OSCE may provide the right plateform to heal this historic rift and

rebuild continental unity.
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reater Europe” exists. It is historically and geographically a reality “from
the Atlantic to the Urals”, to use General Charles de Gaulle’s formula.
Russia is for the most part, a party to “Greater Europe” or to the “Greatest
Europe” as described by Yves Lacoste. Russia is a huge country stretching from the
Baltic to the Pacific and can therefore play a balancing role between the West and
Asia. However, its essential connections and dynamics are with Europe with which
it conducts the majority of its transactions. Thus, while Russia can be qualified as
European with Jules Verne’s symbolic hero Michel Strogoff and as Asian with
Genghis Khan, this nation astride both continents, is above all a European state
and should be fully brought into the European game.

“Greater Europe” is a living reality, which in the contemporary era has been
internally split since the Second World War, under terms known to all. At the end
of the war, France wanted to protect itself against an eventually resurgent Germany
and thus tried to establish security in Europe by allying with the United Kingdom
(UK). This was the goal of the Dunkirk Treaty of March 4, 1947. However, from
July 1947 the worries shifted East when the Union of the Soviet Socialist Republics
(USSR) and other “people’s democracies” refused, contrary to Western Europe, to

participate in the massive programme for economic reconstruction (The Marshall
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Plan) financed by the United States of America (USA) or associate with the
organisation set up to manage it, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD). At the time, East Europe was “Sovietised” by the USSR,
which intended thereby to rebuild the bulwark it lacked against the Third Reich by
creating a belt of satellite states to the west of its borders.

The Communist coup in Prague on February 25, 1948 heightened the anxieties
of West European powers. They (France, UK, Belgium, The Netherlands and
Luxembourg) responded with the framework of the Brussels Treaty of March 17,
1948. The treaty was supplemented,
after the addition of Germany and Italy,
with the Paris Agreements on October

The schism within “Greater
Europe” has still not healed,

23, 1954. This marked the birth of the
Western European Organization. The
323-days Berlin blockade from June 24,
1948, confirmed the division of Europe,
symbolised by the Iron Curtain, on the
fault-line between the Western &/oc (the

contrary to the beliefs of over-
optimistic commentators and
despite the geostrategic changes
of 1989-91, there was a mere
shift of the border between the
two coalitions, but the division

North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), set up on April 4, 1949) and
its Eastern foe (the Warsaw Pact, concluded on March 14, 1955) at the centre of
the Cold War.

The schism within “Greater Europe” has still not healed, contrary to the beliefs
of over-optimistic commentators and despite the geostrategic changes of 1989—
91—the fall of the Berlin Wall, the breakup of the USSR, the dissolution of the
Warsaw Pact, ez al. At the conclusion of those events, there was a mere shift of the
border between the two coalitions, but the division within Europe was maintained.
This change benefitted NATO, which expanded in the process and the European
Union (EU), in the context of the European Neighbourhood Policy, since 2004.
They took advantage of Russia’s weakness during the nineties, pushed it back towards
the East and brought into their fold ten former direct or indirect vassals of the
Kremlin. Moscow, naturally, has been reluctant to accept the destruction of its
protective bulwark in spite of its efforts to contain or channel the Western advance,
through organisations like the Commonwealth of Independent States.

within Europe was maintained.
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